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Welcome to the first LITLSS newsletter!  

 
For those of you who may not be familiar with us, LITLSS (the Learning Institute of Tennis, 

Life Skills & Sportsmanship), is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization devoted to providing ten-

nis education, life skills mentoring and peer tutoring to children in Freeport, N.Y. and the 

surrounding area. With the help of your generous contributions, we offer community-based 

educational enrichment opportunities for youth through a variety of programs designed to foster 

self respect and positive leadership values in our local communities.  Please enjoy this newslet-

ter and feel free to contact us with any questions or for more information. 

 

Daniel Burgess, founder 

Fall Update  

September 2020 

Summer Fun  
 

Despite the cancellation of many summer activities for children across the region, more than 20 

Freeport-area youngsters ages 4-16 enjoyed fresh air, sunshine, friendship and more during the 

six-week LITLSS Annual Summer Camp.  

A community staple at the Bishop Frank O. White Park on Parsons Ave. for 30 years, the camp 

offered tennis lessons and much more. The program followed Covid-19 precautions and safety 

protocols by having everyone wear masks and practice social distancing. In addition to tennis 

instruction and play, campers enjoyed some unique activities including: 

• Special events such as karate lessons, West African music and dance demonstration (top left) 

and  career day featuring presentations by an attorney, an accountant, a doctor and others 

• A weekly writing and reading enrichment program during which the campers learned about 

tennis legends including Arthur Ashe and the Williams sisters and wrote about a variety of top-

ics (top right) 

• Weekend park cleanup after Tropical Storm Isaias knocked down trees in the park (bottom 

left) 

 

 

 

Our Hometown 

Hero 

We are so proud to share 

that Daniel Burgess, 

LITLSS founder, was 

named a “Hometown Hero” 

by the Long Island Herald.  

We’ve always known that 

Daniel is a hero, and now 

it’s official and in print! 

End of camp celebration with special guests 
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Special Guests 
 

The LITLSS Summer Camp was honored to be visited by local elected 

officials who came to recognize the great programming provided this 

summer. Nassau County Executive Laura Curran (center of photo at left) ) and NY State Assemblywoman Taylor Darling (right 

of photo at left) stopped by to join the camp’s end-of-summer celebration, watch the campers demonstrate their newly ac-

quired tennis skills and speak to the children and their parents.  

“Danny taught my daughter to play for years, and it’s great to come to Freeport and see more kids playing tennis in this amaz-

ing program,” Curran said.  

“Danny got me into the sport back when I was campaigning,” Darling said. “This is the kind of thing we want to thrive in our 

communities and in our local parks.” 

 

Other special guests who visited camp this summer were parents and friends 

who stopped by for “Career Day” to discuss their work. Thank you to:  Brannislav 

Grujic, Davis Cup, ATP and WTA Coach; Tarrin Wynter, CPA, Sterling Equities; at-

torneys Cliff & Nancy Schoenberg; Liz Kislik of the Visiting Nurse Service of NY, 

and Agnes Burgess, nurse, for sharing your careers with us. 
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Writing Enrichment 
 

In addition to making sure participants have fun, get fresh 

air, learn new skills and make new friends, LITLSS is commit-

ted to supporting children in their educational goals. To that 

end, LITLSS summer campers participated in a Writing and 

Reading Enrichment Program. For one hour a week, the chil-

dren worked with a writing instructor to practice their reading 

and writing skills to give them a leg up at school in the fall. 

The group talked about tennis and tennis players and wrote 

stories about their summer plans and vacation, among other 

topics. Those children who were too young to write were able 

to draw pictures. The children also enjoyed sharing their work 

with their peers. Several of the campers also participated in 

the USTA Foundation’s annual essay contest, writing pieces 

about how they measure and strive for success.  

 

To see some examples of the children’s work this summer, 

please click here.  

In the News 
 

LITLSS was excited to be featured in several 

news articles over the summer. 

 

On the Ball: News from LI (USTA Long Island 

Region newsletter: “Freeport Loves Tennis Camp” 

 

The Freeport/Long Island Herald Leader: “Tennis Thrives in 

Freeport” 

 

The Freeport Herald Leader: “Cleaning Up Our Park” 

 

Newsday: “LI community tennis programs 

concerned about losing funding if US 

Open is canceled because of COVID-19 

pandemic” 

Brannislav Grujic Tarrin Wynter & daughter the Schoenbergs & Liz Kislik 

From left: Burgess, Curran and Darling 
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Fall Tennis Programs 
 

 
 
 

As the leaves change colors, the days get shorter and the air begins to develop a chill, Fall tennis is on the horizon. LITLSS will 

be offering several programs in conjunction with PAL athletics in Freeport and 

Merrick. 

 

Merrick PAL will be sponsoring: 

-an indoor program at Carefree Racquet Club for 1st – 3rd graders and 

-an outdoor program with LITLSS at Newbridge Park for 4th—8th graders. 

The program begins September 26th and offers an introduction to tennis through 

on-court exercises, drills and games using USTA’s Net Generation format. Regis-

tration is underway online at merrickpal.org. 

 

In Freeport, PAL lessons will take place at the Bishop Frank O. White Park on Par-

sons Ave. on six Saturday mornings (10-11:30am) beginning on October 3rd. The 

group lessons, designed for children ages 5 and up, costs $60 per child. For more 

information and to enroll, please click here. 
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We are a community-based non-profit organization providing tennis, life skills and tu-

toring services. Your donations help to provide low to no-cost services within our own 

community.  To donate, please click here.  

LITLSS  
 

Daniel Burgess, Founder 

Jacki Binder, Editor 

 

The Learning Institute of Tennis, Life Skills & Sports-

manship (LITLSS) was created out of a strong passion, 

a shared vision and a ceaseless commitment to mak-

ing learning easy and accessible.  Our mission is to 

provide community-based educational enrichment op-

portunities for today’s youth through tennis and educa-

tional programs, designed to foster self respect and 

positive leadership values in our local communities.  

Like us on Facebook: Learning 

Institute of Tennis, Life Skills & 

Sportsmanship 

 

Follow us on Instagram:  

@LITLSSTennis 

For more information or to subscribe 

to future LITLSS updates, please 

email: info.litlss@gmail.com 

 
Visit us at: 

www.tennislifeskills.org 
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